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The Early Care and Education industry is important to the llinois
economy: In summary, the industry:

B Generates 32.12 bilion every year

B Employs almost 56,000 people full-time.

B Helps prepare young children to succeed in school and to
partidipate in the workforce as adults.

B Enables parents to work and continue their education,



Investing in Early Care and Education

programs yields a /igh return.

This repart on the econcmic impact of Earky Care and Education looks at this ndusiry through
anew kens — an econamic one that corsiders far the first time the industry's contributions to
the llinces econcemy: It akio re-marnings govrmment saengs and the worldorce inmpact of Early

Care and Eduzatian n llincis.

Crer the years, the Early Care and Bducation industry has changed to meet the growng needs
aof working families and their children Regardess of program fipe or setting — child care,
Head Start, family child care, preschool, or prekindergarten, forproft or nonprofit, pubic or
private, repulated or unregulated — the Early Care and Education ndustry provades economic

benefits o lnais and it busnesises

The fndings in this report highlight the fnancial significance of the industry as well as the nesd
0 ersure access to high quality Early Care and Education for Hinais chikiren, By tapetng the
Earty Care and Education industry for ecanamic and warkforee deselopenent, the usines
community, povermment and indusiry leaders can capitalive an the hgh relurns o our chidren
ard aur ecanon

Agticn fee Children

Chicago Metropalis 20020
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Lvery dollar invested in queality Early Care and Edvcavion saves up 1o $17
dollars on FOVETIIIIENE rvc!‘mmt’imm; f{}r r;-'a'uff.rg‘;g Feetias af vemedial education,

K?Rf!rn' reterniton and crime.)

What is the Early Care and

Education industry?

The Early Care and Fducation
industry consises af programs

serving childlven wnder the age of six,
(= gl

It includes:
Child care centers
Family child care homes
Head Start
Pre-kindergarien

Precchonl




The Early Care and Education
industry supports the
current workforce.

B Onein ten linces warkers has a child

uncher age s
Whinrking parents pliy & vital rele i the
acananm earrmg 3 tolal of $21 bilkon
anrually,
Employerbased child care helps 1o
keep parents working and reduces
turmioven
For meample, llinos-based Abbatt
Laboratories offers its employees
an-ste earty care and eduction
and enjoys a turmaver rate that is
horver than industry nomns.

Early Care and Education helps

prepare children for opportunities in
the new econonTy.

Long-term studies of low-income chidren

show that children who participate in Early

Cane and Education hae?

B Greater lanpuage development,

B Betber mathematical abililby; and,

B Fewer behavioral problens in
kindergarten

Aa acubts, these hildren hinas

B Increased high school graduation rates,

B Increased higher education attanment;
and,

m Higher rates of workdme partdpation,
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Early Care and Education is critical
but costhy.

The typical lincis Gy will nesd 1o
pay 25 percent of its income fore an
infant and pre-schoaler's Earty Cane
aned Education if they choose e
throwgh a centen

I 2002, anwesal, fll-time, center based
care o an mfant cost rmare than
residant l:’\di—el‘gl'.’uhl.‘!l,ﬁ tuntican at 1w
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5] 500 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000
GROSS RECEIFTS, 1N MILLIONS

“The returns to early childhood development programs are
especially high when placed next to other spending by

governments made in the name of economic development.
Yet early childhood development is rarely considered as

an economic d:":x-'n‘:lr}pmcnt measure.”

EMFLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY I8 1LLINOISY
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KEY ACTION STEPS:

BLISIMNESS

| |

Support state legrkition that epands access 1o quality Earty Cane and Education programs
and 1hat makes working frniles chgble for subsidies at higher income kel

Leverage funds through public-private partnerships 1o buld quality Early Care and Education
facilties and develop programs that can address the shortape of infant care,

Provvide resounce materiah (o enable mone businesses to help support their employees’ eardy
care and education nesds,

Develop partnerships and provide resources to help the Earyr Cane and Education industry
rnprese s busness Sdk and practices.

Pormirate Early Cane and Education industry representatiees and experts 1o be appointed to
the: boards of business community crganizations imvohed in eoonomic dewsopment and
workfore Bsues

“livacldition o Northern's Early Childeare Center assisting with recruitment and retention, it helps employees

swiel about working for an o

nization that cares enough about its employees o make the commitment

of having an an=site child care center. Those positive feelings canslue inte improved productivioe and beter
s I | )

client service,”

GOVERMNMENT

u

Pass state legisiation that espands access to aquality Farly Care and Education programs and
that makes working amiles elgble for subsidies al higher ncome levek.

Integrate Earky Care and Education imto statewide planning for education, howsng, and
workione develgpment.

Publcly recognize busnesses that support their employees’ Early Cane and Education nesds

Analze how popdition trends alfiset the demands for and geographac distribation of Early
Care and Education services n llinois.

EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION INDUSTRY

Advocate for legstation that expands access to qualty Early Care and Education

Achocate with the business community for increases in capital and program imestments
in Early Care and Education,

Work with povernment and the economic develepment community 1o market Early Care
and Ecducation i a v muti-blion dollr state incustry that ermpicys ters of thousands of workers

Adhance an Early Care and Education industry workforce development agenda within
povernment 1o improve quality through stalf training and development.



An investment in Early Care and
Education is much more than
an investment in children. It is an

investment that helps guarantee
the long-term stability of Illinois’ economy,
its families and future workforce.

POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE:
Co-Cintirs:
Trmita Legue, linois Facities Fund
Adele Simmans, Chicago Metropalis 2020
Maria Whelan, Action for Children
AMembers:
Bridnet Anderson, KFMG LLP

Angela Ball, City of Chicago Department af Children
and fouth Services

Lisa Barroww; Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago

Emity Carter; Entreprenaurship Center, Southern
Birezis Linpeersty

Marsha Enpouist, Lake Shees Schoel

Ekzabeth Gardnen Women's Business Development Center

State Senator Don Hamon

Judy Hartley, Universizy of Hinais

Ky Hendersan, Binoks State Board of Education

D Sokoei Karanja, Centers far Mew Harizns

Hlhy Knicker linais Department of Human Services

Peggy Luce, Chicagaland Chamber of Commene

Jary Maruna, linois Metwork of Child Cane Resource and
Referral Apencies

Laurence Maall, The Crac Federation

Chuck Mutscheliar, Mayor's Office af Warkdoree
Crevelopment

Teresa Frim, Wonen's Business Development Center

Anthoey Raden, City of Chicago Departrrent. of
Chikdren and Youth Services

Rosemary Resves, Womens Self Employment Project

Julio Redrguez, Ninais Department of Commece and
Ecanomic Opportunity

Linda Saterfiekd, llinok Department of Human Services

Mayar Ed Schodk, City of Elgin

Mancy Shier Cunce of Prevertion Fund

im Sipes, Abbett Laboratarics

Jermy Stermervaices for llingis Children

Teri Talan, Mational Lous University

Jeanne Ulatowsk, The Marthem Trust Conmpary

Gal Mideka, Action foe Children
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